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What does “Certified” mean?



What does “Certified” NOT mean?



Why get 

certified?



GIS Certification 

options…



GISCI: The GISP



GISCI: The GISP

• “Practitioner” vs. “Professional”

• Minimum standards/criteria

• Portfolio based

• Supplemental Exam



• Code of ethics

• Recertification 
required

GISCI: The GISP



ASPRS: Certified Mapping Scientist, GIS\LIS & 

Certified GIS\LIS Technologist



• Minimum experience 

& training criteria

• Personal/professional references

ASPRS: Certified Mapping Scientist, GIS\LIS & 

Certified GIS\LIS Technologist

Dr. Roger Tomlinson “Uncle Jack” Dangermond “Mr. Bill” Gates



• Code of ethics

• Written examination

• Recertification conditional

ASPRS: Certified Mapping Scientist, GIS\LIS & 

Certified GIS\LIS Technologist



ESRI Technical 

Certification



• Software specific

• No prerequisites

• Exam based

ESRI Technical 

Certification



ESRI Technical 

Certification

• Multi-tiered

• No recertification required*



Academic 

Certificates



Academic 

Certificates

•Programs offered at 

numerous universities and 

colleges around the country

•Requires completion of 

academic program or class



• Prerequisite conditions vary

• Program length varies

• On-line vs. class room

• No recertification

Academic Certificates

OR



Summary…

• Certification is NOT licensure…

• 4 options for certification…

• Be aware of pre-requisites…

• Recognition of certifications is growing…



More information…

• ASPRS.org

• ESRI.com

• GISCI.org

• Respective university web 

pages…



Thank you!
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