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State of Rhode Island Enterprise GIS Architecture 



"All common Rhode Island GIS 
map layers in one place, 

automatically synced with stand-
alone copies to support day-to-day 

operations and a worst-case 
scenario." 

My long one-liner 



How did we get here? 
• RIGIS Strategic Plan (2006) 

• State of RI Enterprise GIS 

Business Plan (2007) 

• Several State GIS meetings 

• Excess computing capacity 

• Strong desire to share 

• Limited funding sources 

• Fear of out-of-date data 

• Duplication of effort 



Enterprise GIS 
System Architecture  

for the State of Rhode Island 



The 5 Ws and the H 

•Who?  State of Rhode Island first; Municipalities later 

•What?  Enterprise GIS Implementation 

•When?  Starting Q4'11; Pushed by other project needs 

•Where?  Centralized on Capitol Hill, linked elsewhere 

•Why?  Single definitive up-to-date source, platform 

•How?  RIEMA funded; Esri planned; DoIT supported 
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Our Questions 

•What needs should be met by 

the cloud? 

• Should this be built out solely 

with department projects? 

• Can we do this ourselves, or do 

we need a separate line item for 

outside help with implementing 

all or part of this? 



Next Steps 

• Secure funding 

• Create shopping list 

• Refer projects to this document 

• Create project proposal for DoIT 

• Determine DoIT liaison 



Things to Consider 
• Balancing government's need to protect information 

and have it accessible when the internet is down, with 

industry trends towards crowdsourcing and the 

cloud.   

•How your IT group feels about GIS, and how it fits 

into the way that their group is organized. 

• Agencies that are not yet using GIS, but would take 

advantage of common resources if available. 

• Enterprise License Agreements (ELAs) vs. Open 

Source solutions to remove limitations for new users. 
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